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Summer Institute 2008 Great Success!  
Kathryn Homa, Penn Lauder CIBER Coordinator  
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Group Photo of the Penn Lauder CIBER Summer Institute 2008 

Micheau, adjunct professor at 

Pennõs Graduate School of 

Education.  Dr. Micheau pro-

vided the participants with 

resources and content that 

encouraged the development 

of their portfolios.  The after-

noon sessions also provided a 

forum for teachers to share 

their own ideas for teaching a 

second language in a business-

related context.  òI enjoyed 

meeting new people from 

different countries and cul-

tures. Their backgrounds and 

experience provided for much 

insight in how to develop 

courses focusing on interna-

tional business concepts,ó said 

one teacher. 

Dr. Micheauõs enthusiasm for 

developing curricula and step-

by-step assignments encour-

aged the participants through-

out the course-building proc-

ess.  òCheri has a wealth of 

knowledge in this area; it has 

been a pleasure to be her stu-

This summer marked Penn 

Lauder CIBERõs sixth annual 

Summer Institute for Teach-

ing a Second Language for 

Business Communication.  

From June 23 through June 

27, 25 teachers of foreign 

languages worked on creating 

business-related curricula and 

task-based activities.  This 

yearõs participants included 

students from Pennõs Gradu-

ate School of Education, high 

school teachers from the 

Delaware Valley, and univer-

sity language faculty from the 

greater Philadelphia region as 

well as from Washington state 

and Washington, D.C. 

The one-week intensive work-

shop pairs an introduction to 

business fundamentals with 

designing curricula in business 

language.  The morning ses-

sions comprised business les-

sons taught by Mr. Carlos 

Menendez.  Mr. Menendez is 

the EMEA Regional Cards 

Director and a 1996 graduate 

of the Lauder Institute, where 

he earned his MBA from the 

Wharton School and a Mas-

terõs in International Studies 

from Pennõs School of Arts & 

Sciences.  Mr. Menendezõs 

hands-on approach to teach-

ing business basics through 

current events and contempo-

rary case studies engaged the 

participants, who had little 

previous business back-

ground.  The in-class activities 

illustrated how complex busi-

ness themes such as team-

building, marketing, manage-

ment, and negotiations can be 

easily taught and were readily 

comprehensible to non-

business-minded students.  

Mr. Menendezõs sessions pro-

vided the participants with a 

solid foundation to create 

their own business curricula. 

òI was never confident with 

teaching anything related to 

business just because I didnõt 

think I had a strong back-

ground in the business, but 

with the knowledge I have 

gained through this course, I 

plan to use it when integrating 

business in my teaching,ó one 

participant said of the session. 

The afternoon sessions al-

lowed the participants to ap-

ply the morningõs business 

concepts to their own peda-

gogical knowledge.  The cur-

riculum-development sessions 

were taught by Dr. Cheri 
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dent for this program,ó a participant 

ntoed.  By the end of the week, the 

participants had created task-based 

exercises and lesson plans for their 

target business language. 

In addition, this yearõs institute was 

pleased to have as a guest speaker Dr. 

Robin Aronow-Meredith, a former 

Summer Institute participant and 

(Continued from page 1) French language faculty member from 

Pennõs School of Arts & Sciences.   

Dr. Aronow-Meredith shared the busi-

ness-based curriculum that she and 

former Summer Institute participant 

Dr. Michelle Gravatt of the University 

of North Carolina designed using the 

skills from Penn Lauder CIBERõs 

Summer Institute.  Dr. Aronow-

Meredith described their bilateral 

situation that focused on òDeveloping 

Negotiating Skills in the L2 Class-

room, an Intra-Departmental Ap-

proach.ó  Their course model is a sce-

nario of French-Spanish negotiations 

on the electric power supply across 

the countryõs border.  The negotiating 

unit allowed two business language 

classes, French and Spanish, to negoti-

ate current issues related to each stu-

dentõs target culture and languages.  

Dr. Aronow-Meredithõs example was a 

great addition to the weekõs activities 

and helped this yearõs participants 

construct their own courses. 

The Sixth Annual Summer Institute 

was a great success for Penn Lauder 

CIBER and our participants.  This 

yearõs teachers came together to im-

prove their business knowledge and 

receive curriculum-shaping assistance 

for their own courses.  They gained 

great insight in business-language edu-

cation and new ideas for their class-

rooms.  One of the high school teach-

ers felt the weekõs program was well 

worth it: òI am really quite pleased 

with the program and I think it is valu-

able to my professional development!ó 

Association for Japanese Language 

Education Conference 

Felipe Chia, Advanced International 

Business Institute for Community 

College Faculty 

Six Faculty Project and Curriculum 

Development grants of up to $3,000 

were awarded to the following recipients: 

Cristian Aquino Sterling, Claire 

Babanoury, and  Ya-Chuan Yu, 

Group Project at the Lauder Institute 

Dr. Heather Berry, Management 

Dr. Tulia Falleti , Political Science 

Theresa Jen, Lauder Instituteñ

Chinese 

Penn Lauder CIBER recently awarded 

several grants.  

Six travel grants of up to $800 were 

awarded to the following recipients: 

Dr. Jennifer Amyx, òThe Changing 

Landscape: Asiaõs Role in Global Fi-

nanceó 

Dr. Heather Berry, Academy of In-

ternational Business Annual Confer-

ence 

Dr. William Burke-White, Society of 

International Economic Law 

Dr. Tulia Falleti , Canadian Associa-

tion of Latin American and Caribbean 

Studies 

Tomoko Takami, 20th Canadian 

Tomoko Takami , 

East Asian Languages 

and Civilizations 

Ya-Chuan Yu, 

Lauder Instituteñ

Chinese 

Six PhD Candidate 

Research grants of up to $2,500 were 

awarded to the following recipients: 

Andres Catalan-Cardenas, Manage-

ment 

Joydeep Chatterjee, Management 

B. Kyu Kim, Management 

Chaitra H. Nagaraja, Statistics 

Yu Yuan, Finance (see additional 

article on p. 4) 

Nan Zhou, Management 

CIBER Grant Awards  
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Participants working together on a group task 
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I have been in China for the past 6 

weeks doing the summer immersion 

program - a signature feature of the 

course at the Lauder Institute.  Over-

all, it has been an exciting and fulfill-

ing experience, and in this blog I 

will try to cover bits and pieces of the 

many activities that my classmates and 

I have been doing in the Under-

heaven. 

 

Last week was absolutely great:  the 

highlights of our activities include 

an informative corporate visit to 

Ogilvy, and a blast of an Alumni Re-

ception that we organized for all the 

Whartonites and Lauderites who roam 

around in the streets of Beijing.   I was 

also among five die-hards who could 

not miss the opportunity to visit 

Baidu.comõs headquarters in Zhong-

guancun, and get to talk 

to the journalists at Caijing Magazine. 

 

Let me start with the visit to Ogilvyõs 

Beijing headquarters.  We had the 

honor of listening to and communicat-

ing with the Guru of cyberspace, Kai-

ser Kuo.  He is certainly a bright per-

sonality and his professionalism is 

unquestionable.  Kaiser surprises with 

his almost encyclopedic knowledge of 

the Internet-related issues in 

China.  Having spent seven years in 

China, I can say that this level of pro-

fessionalism and the depth 

of knowledge of the subject matter is 

very rare here.  Anyone who is inter-

ested in gaining more insight into the 

entertainment super highway that is 

the Internet in China (according to 

Kaiser) should definitely read his pro-

fessional blog. 

 

The Wharton-Lauder Alumni Recep-

tion, Beijing Chapter was a great op-

portunity to meet some very excit-

ing alumni at an upscale Beijing res-

taurant called Jasmine (I will post 

apparently an important element of 

the bodyguard style ð  and insisted 

that I try.  No problem, Master Li!  It 

took me ten minutes or so to 

learn the basics of making mad qi-

invigorating screams:  the learning was 

easy as I was all white knuckles any-

way. 

 

Another highlight of my Tianjin esca-

pade was a visit to the surreal China 

House on Chifeng Dao.  Although 

more interesting on the outside than 

on the inside, it is a great place to visit, 

and l recommend exploring the  one-

of-a-kind private museum.  Make sure 

to venture out to the rooftop pavilion 

to get a nice view of the surrounding 

architecture.  Entry to the China 

House costs RMB20/person. 

Time flies!  We have only two weeks 

left in China, which means that I will 

need to speed up my pre-term 

prep.  Pre-term starts on July 30, and 

by the looks of it, it will be an ex-

tremely busy August for me. 

Printed with the permission of the author. 

Denis Zaviyalovõs blog is available under 

http://www.onefootprint.com/ 

some pictures of their very cool wine 

cellar when I can upload photos).  The 

food was great, but most importantly 

the reception turned out to be a show-

case of the diversity that the Wharton 

School and the Lauder Institute stand 

for.  I enjoyed mixing with the alumni 

as I immensely enjoy talking with wise 

and experienced people. 

 

On the weekend, I visited Tianjin - the 

city that had been my base and home 

for seven years. One of the highlights 

of my trip was a conversation with a 

taxi driver, Mr. Li, who turned out to 

be a retired wushu master!  After he 

had made the revelation about his 

previous career and his life-

time devotion to the Baji Quan style, 

our conversation was only and solely 

about martial arts in China.  At 60 

km/h Mr. Li was showing me all sorts 

of martial wushu moves accompanied 

by the super loud martial 

screams while navigating his way in 

the chaotic (and fast-moving!!) traffic 

on the high-speed section of Tianjinõs 

Middle Ring Road.   Suddenly, the 

Toyota Corolla became a wushu train-

ing ground for me: my shifu explained 

the general screaming techniques  - 

China House, Tianjin Photo by Dennis Zaviyalov 

A Week in Beijing: July 7 - 13, 2008  

Excerpts from a Summer Immersion Blog by Denis Zaviyalov  


